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Mt Everest 

Bouldering Guide 
GENERAL INFO 

Bouldering at Mt Everest (previously known as Eagle Mountain) was formally started when the area 

was used for the NBL Finals in 2009. I have compiled this guide from the topos from that 

competition. Thanks go to Dave Drummond and his NBL team for the topos and the establishment of 

bouldering in the area. Most of the bouldering is on the northern side of Mt Everest (the centre 

mountain). I haven’t been to all of the boulders to check whether the paths and fences are still there 

so please use the existing Mt Everest Guide by Gavin Peckham (added to by Andrew Pedley) 

available on ClimbZA for help in finding the boulders and more general info. It’s unnecessary to write 

two full guides for a single area. 

NEW ROUTES AND INFO 

All the info is currently based on what was used at the NBL Final in 2009, so it is very incomplete. If 

you were at the comp in 2009, please fill the gaps and feel free to give the routes names. If you have 

some info, please add it onto the wiki on ClimbZA and I’ll add it to the guide. Otherwise contact me 

at dirk.talma@gmail.com. This guide is just a start. I don’t have the last couple (9 – 11) of topos. If 

someone has it, please contact me. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

R Right 

L Left 

RH Right Hand 

LH Left Hand 

SS Standing Start 

BS Bum Start (sitting) 

CS Crouching Start 

T Traverse 

TO Top out  
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Overview TOPO 
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Boma Boulders (TOPO 1) 

 
BOULDER A 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a BS on arched crimp. Move up and R. TO ***   
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THE ANIMAL FARM (B) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a 

SS R of low pocket in cave. T L to finish in big birds 

nest pocket near bush. **** 
Traverse 

2 5 

BS with low incut pocket and undercling. Move up 

then R to finish in big birds nest pocket. *** 
  

3 8a? 

SS on R at entrance to cave with sidepull for RH and 

bad crimp for LH. Move up and slightly R to finish on 

jug with small tree. *** 

 Open Project 

4 7a 

BS on Big flake. Climb up flake. Finish on jug with 

small tree. *** 
  

5 6c+ SS on shallow pockets. TO straight up. **   

5a 7a+/7b 

SDS for problem 5. SDS on 2 crimps slightly R below 

the pockets, at head height when seated. Move up 

to a sharp crimp, then L to pockets described in 

problem 5. TO as for problem 5.   

“Snowball” 

FA: Ed Smigulskis 

5b 6a 

SDS as for above problem. Throw R to start of rail, 

move R and finish on arête.   

“Napoleon” 

FA: Ed Smigulskis 

6 6a 

BS with both hands in slopey holds on face. TO 

straight up. No feet on small boulder to L. * 
  

 

FIN BOULDERS (C) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 SS climb face on L, TO ***   

2 5 SS climb centre of face , TO ***   

3 6a BS at base of arête, climb arête, TO ***** High 

4 5+ SS in middle of face, climb face. TO  *** High 

5 6b 

CS on low crimps within 1m of arête. T L TO as for 

problem 3 **** 

Traverse 

FA: Trent Burnett  

6 4 SS just R of arête. TO straight up. *   

7 4+ SS TO straight up     

8 4+ SS TO straight up *   

9 5 SS just R of arête. TO straight up. **   

10 5+ CS just L of arête. TO straight up. **   

 

SHATTED GLASS BOULDER (D) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a SS climb arête. TO  * Loose Rock 

2 6a+ 

SS with hands in the shotgun blast hole (big shallow 

pocket). Move up and R. TO *** 
Quality 

3 6a  

SS with hands in the shotgun blast hole (big shallow 

pocket). Move up and L. TO via big sidepull *** 
Quality 

4 6b+ 

SS 3m L of shotgun blast hole. Climb straight up face. 

TO (the big sidepull on the L is not allowed) ***** 
Classic slab 

 

BOULDER E 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 CS climb straight up. TO  *   

 

BOULDER F 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 BS on low jug on far R. Move up and then T L. TO ** Traverse 
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Boma Boulders (TOPO 2) 

 

BOULDER G 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 BS on slopers TO **   

2 5+ BS on crimpy rail. TO straight up ****   

 

TWO FACED BOULDER (H) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 7b+ 
BS on low down good crimp in middle of face. Move 

straight up via shallow 2 finger pocket. TO 
**** 

"Razor Blade" as 

featured in 

"Monkey Pump" 

2 6a+ 
BS matched in good pocket 1m L of arête. TO straight 

up. 
****  

3 6a 

BS on arête with good sidepull for RH and low crimpy 

sidepull for LH. Move up and L. T L across face via 

pockets to TO at Big pocket past problem 1 

***** Classic Traverse 

4  SS on slopey pocket TO straight up. ****  

5 6b+ 
BS RH on good pocket. LH on sharp edge. Move up and 

L to big sidepull then TO straight up. 
****  

6 6b+ 
BS LH on sidepull of big pocket and RH on low incut 

pocket. Move L to gppd edges and then TO straight up. 
****  

7 6a BS LH in 3 finger pocket and RH on jug. TO straight up. ***** 

"Mary Jane" as 

featured on 

"Monkey Pump" 

8 5 BS matched on deep pocket. Climb arête ***  
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BIG POCKET BOULDER (I) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a SS with big pockets, behind anthill. TO straight up. ***   

 

BIG CRACK BOULDER (J) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a+ BS LH in crack, RH on tiny sharp crimp. TO straight up. **   

2 5 BS using either or both rails, T along arête. ***   

 

BOULDER K 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 

BS on Arête LH L of arête RH R of arête. Climb arête 

TO. ****   

2 5+ BS with feet in deep pocket. Match hands on rail. ***   

3 5+ BS between thorn bushes on rail. TO  ****   

4 3 SS on large ball in diagonal crack. Climb crack and TO. ****   

5 5+ BS RH on flake. LH on pinch of sidepull. Feet in pockets ***   
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Boma Boulders (TOPO 3) 
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BIG BOULDER (L) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6b 

BS on 2 edges just L of scoop. Move R into scoop. 

Follow lip to base of arête. Finish matched on base of 

arête. Do not TO 

**** 

Classic 

FA: Malcolm 

Maclean 

2 5+ 
SS with giant undercling flake. Climb up onto flake. 

Move R onto slab to finish. 
**   

3 7a 

SS establish with LH on layback and RH on small pinch 

crimp at head height. Move straight up to pocket then 

move 1m diagonally L to finish on chicken heads. 

*** 
 FA: Malcolm 

Maclean 

4 7c? 

SS 1m R of base of ramp on holds above head. Move 

diagonally up and R via obvious beautiful layback to 

finish on arête as for problem 3. 

***** Perfection in nature 

5 5+ 
SS at base of ramp. T L with hands on ramp. Finish 

around corner on slab. 
**   

6 5 CS on good holds. Climb straight up finish on slab. *   

 

BOULDER M 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a 
BS RH on big flat edge LH on sidepull. Climb straight up 

and then L to finish in giant bulls eye pocket.  
**   

2 5 
SS LH in 3 finger pocket, RH on sloping edge. Climb 

diagonally R to finish in big bulls eye pocket. 
**   

3 4 SS on fin on far R of face. Follow fin TO. **** good spot required 

4 4+ SS climb blank face. TO ****   

5 4 SS climb flake. TO ***   

 

SPLIT BOULDER (N) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6b 
BS matched on jug with pocket. T L and TO on L of 

boulder in jugs. 
**** Quality Traverse 

2 5 SS. Climb slab via recess. TO **   

3 7b 

BS on crimps at arête. Start climbing up arête then 

move L across face to 2 finger pocket then TO straight 

up. 

*** 

Quality 

FA: Malcolm 

Maclean 

 

BOULDER O 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 Lie down start on low rail. TO straight up. **   

2 4 SS TO straight up. *   

 

BOULDER P 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 
SS establish below roof on delicate grips. Pull roof and 

TO straight up. 
* loose rock 

2 5+ 
SS establish on jug below roof at corner of hanging 

block. TO straight up 
** Interesting climbing 

3 5 SS climb small prow 2m R of problem 2. TO *   

4 4 SS climb blunt arête. TO *   
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Boma Boulders (TOPO 4) 

 

BLOCK BOULDER (Q) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5+ SS climb prow 1m L of arête. **   

2 6c SS RH on pinch and LH on nubbin. TO straight up ***   

3 6b+ CS on low crimps. TO straight up **   

4 6a+ BS both hands on layback. TO straight up **** Quality 

5 5+ BS on 45 degree fin. Climb fin TO ***   

6 4 SS on sharp arête. Climb arête. TO **   

 

BOULDER R 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a 
SS establish hugging arête with 2 sidepull pockets at 

chest height. TO up arête. 
****   

 

REST BOULDER (S) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 BS just R of step with small edges. TO straight up **   

2 6b BS LH in pocket, RH on arête. Climb arête TO ***   

3 6c 
SS establish on sloping rail with mono pocket. TO 

straight up. 
****   

 

BOULDER T (Not in correct position on TOPO) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a BS with small sidepull on arête. TO straight up **   
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Mountainside Boulders (TOPO 5) 

 

BONES BOULDER (A) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a 
SS on edge above head. Using pedestal boulder for 

feet move L and TO 
**   

2 7a+ 

SS establish with bad sidepull for LH and edge for RH 

at head height. TO straight up. Pedestal boulder is not 

allowed 

*** 

Loose rock 

FA: Dave 

Drummond 

3 7c 
CS LH on half moon sloping pocket RH on bad grip. TO 

straight up. 
** 

Iceman 4000 

FA: Marijus 

Smigulskis 

4 6a+ 
BS on pocket on arête. T R along lip. TO just before 

corner. Pedestal boulder is not allowed. 
***** Classic Traverse 

 

BOULDER B 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5+ 
CS RH on small flake and LH on adjacent 2 finger 

pocket. TO straight up. 
*   

2 5+ 
CS LH on good pocket RH on sloping rail. TO straight 

up 
*   
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Mountainside Boulders (TOPO 6) 

 

BOULDER C 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 
SS LH on undercling pocket RH high on big sidepull. 

Climb arête 
**   

2 7a+ 
SS establish with both hands in high underclings. TO 

straight up. 
**   

3 6a 
SS LH low on L of arête. RH on good sidepull R of arête. 

TO straight up 
*   

 

HIGHBALL ARETE BOULDER (D) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 SS on L arête. Climb arête. TO ***** Highball 

 

WHITE FACE BOULDER (E) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 SS LH on layback, RH on low scoop. TO *   

2 6c+ 
SS in middle of scoop in white face. Climb white face 

via shallow mono pockets. TO  
** highball 

3 5 BS on low grips. TO *   

4 3 SS on jugs TO *   

5 4 SS matched on low undercling. TO past sloper *   
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BOULDER H 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6c+ Lie down start on 2 pocket jugs. TO straight up ***   

2 4 BS on edges below prow. Mantle onto slab and TO ***   

 

RAMP BOULDER (I) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 SS on good edges below head height. TO straight up **   

2 5 
CS establish on slopey edge within 30cm of lip of 

ramp. TO up ramp. 
**** 

Interesting 

Climbing 

 

BOULDER J 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a+ 
Lie down start LH in good pocket RH on sidepull. TO 

straight up. 
***** Quality 

2 6a Start as for problem TO L along prow **** Quality 

3 5 
BS over rock, LH in pocket, RH on low bucket. Follow 

arête and TO 
**** pad recommended 

 

BOULDER K 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6c+ 
BS LH on Rail, RH on angled crimp. T L across face and 

finish as for problem 4 
***** 

Traverse 

FA: Malcolm 

Maclean 

2 5 Start as for problem 1 move R and TO up arête. *** Quality 

3 6a 
SS with opposing sidepulls below chest height. TO 

slightly R 
**** Quality 

4 6a+ SS RH on low jug LH on undercling. TO straight up ***** Quality 

 

BOULDER L 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 
SS establish on obvious ramp with no hands. Then use 

pockets to TO 
*** 

Interesting 

Climbing 

 

BOULDER M 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 BS below seam on pockets or edges. TO straight up **   

 

BOULDER N 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5+ BS with lowest grips. Climb arête TO ***   

2 5+ BS with hands on big flat shelf. TO slightly R ***   

3 3 CS on lowest small crimps. TO straight up ***   

 

BOULDER O 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 SS at base of arête. Climb arête TO ***   

2 4 BS at base of vertical crack. TO straight up *   

3 3 SS climb fin. TO **   

4 5+ BS in scoop. Climb scoop. TO ****   
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CAVE BOULDER (P) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6c+ 
BS in cave under roof RH on good hold, LH in pocket 

TO 
*****   

 

TRAVERSE BOULDER (Q) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 
Start on jugs on RH side of face. T L low. TO at high 

point of boulder 
** Traverse 
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Lonely Boulder (TOPO 7) 

 

LONELY BOULDER 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a BS just L of arête. RH on sidepull on arête. TO up face ***   

2 6a 
BS just R of arête. RH in pocket, LH on arête. TO 

straight up 
**   

3 6a+ 
BS LH in 2 finger pocket RH in big undercling under 

roof. TO through lip. 
*****  Classic 

4 7a BS matched in undercling. Finish as for problem 3 ****   

5 6b BS LH in undercling. RH pinching arête. Climb arête. TO ***** 
 FA: Malcolm 

Maclean 
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Saddle Boulders (TOPO 8) 

 

BOULDER A 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5+ 
CS on low grips. LH in pocket with RH on edge. T R to 

end of boulder. Finish in DOG Bowl 
****   

 

BOULDER B 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a+ 
CS with 2 good sidepull pockets. TO straight up 

overhanging prow via pockets. Do not TO L  
*****   

2 5+ 
SS on arête. RH in pocket pinch, LH in undercling 

pinch. TO straight up 
****   

3 5 SS RH on pinch, LH on edge. TO straight up ***   

4 6a  
SS RH in pocket on arête LH on shallow 2 finger pocket 

1m L. move straight up to sloping rail and TO 
***   

 

BOULDER C 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4 SS climb featured area. TO *** Highball 

2 5 SS climb face. Follow seam and TO **** Highball 

3 5+ SS climb RH side of face using arête. TO **** Highball 

4 6a BS with sidepull and edge on arête. TO straight up ***   
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South Field Boulders (TOPO 9) 
FIRST BOULDER 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a CS on L pocket in bush. TO straight up. **   

2 6c+ 
BS LH pinch, RH in sloping pocket with mono. Move R 

and then TO. 
****   

3 5 SS at base of grey slab. Climb slab. TO slightly R. **   

4 6a CS at big pocket. TO straight up. ***   

5 6a BS LH pinch with thumb pocket. TO straight up. ***   

6 6b 
SS RH in 2 finger pocket LH on edge above low roof. 

TO straight up. 
****   

7 7c 
BS LH on small sidepull crimp. 3m L of No. 6. RH on 

bad crimp. TO straight up. 
**  Open Project 

8 7b 

SS with a hand in the horizontal finger slot at head 

height. T R and TO as for No. 6. Waist must stay below 

lip. 

**** Traverse 

9 6b 

SS with a hand in the horizontal finger slot at head 

height. Move up and then T R and TO as for No. 6. feet 

may be above lip. 

*** Traverse 

 

HOLY BOULDER 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5 CS in sloping cubby hole/ pocket. TO straight up ** Fun 

2 6a+ CS in big pockets. TO straight up *** Fun 

3 6b BS LH in dish, RH on sidepull crimp. TO straight up. ***   

4 6a  
BS RH on Jug above lip and LH in 2 finger pocket under 

low roof. TO straight up. 
****   

 

BOULDER A 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6a BS both hands in low flake. TO straight up. ****   
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Painted Desert Boulders (TOPO 10) 
PAINTED DESERT BOULDER (B) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 4+ 
Establish standing on ramp with no hands. Jump/reach 

straight up. TO 
***** Different 

2 6a+ 
BS matched on low diagonal sloper. TO straight up 

face. Arête on R is not allowed. 
***** 

Beautiful 

FA: Dave 

Drummond 

 

BOULDER C 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5+ SS on ledge. TO L on arête. ***   

2 6a SS on ledge. TO R on face. ***   

 

BOULDER D 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6c 
SS in undercling pocket. TO straight up following thin 

seam. Jugs on L are not allowed. 
***   

2 6c 
BS on very low pocket. Move up to 2 large pockets. 

TO. 
****   
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Bushman Complex Area (TOPO 11) 
THE AWESOMENESS BOULDER 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 7a SS on Arête. TO up arête. (no stemming) ***** 
Highball/classic 

FA: Herman ? 

2 7b+ 
SS in large pockets below seam. Follow seam TO. 

(Arête on L is not allowed) 
***** 

Highball/classic 

FA: Herman ? 

3 7a 
SS in large huecos. TO straight up orange/grey line up 

face.  
***** 

Highball/classic/dis

tance 

FA: Paul Breier 

4 6c CS in 2 1 hand pockets. TO up face. ***** 

Highball/classic 

FA: Dave 

Drummond 

 

BOULDER G 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 7b+ 
SS on Lof scoop on large sidepull. TO straight up black 

water streaks. 
***** 

“Inching and 

Pinching” 

FA: Benjiman De 

Charmoy 

2 6a 
SS below arête on R of scoop. TO straight up onto pink 

ramp. 
***   

 

HORNED TOAD BOULDER 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 6b+ 
BS low on chossy ledge. Climb straight up to finish on 

massive jug. 
****  FA: Candice Bagley 

2 7a 

CS on left most crimps on L of big black flake. T R past 

big black flake, past jug pockets to finish on massive 

jug as for No. 1. about 8m from start. 

**** traverse 

3 7a+ 
SS on bad edges 1m L of bolted route. Climb straight 

up, finish with feet on sloping ledge. 
**   

4 6c 

BS RH on dish pocket, LH on sloping sidepull in pocket. 

Move up and L to sloping rail. Then straight up. Finish 

with feet on sloping ledge. 

****   

 

FERN BOULDER (H) 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 7c BS hands in diagonal sloping rail. Move up and R. TO ***** 
Featured in 

"Monkey Pump" 

2 6b 
SS standing on big knob. TO straight up following 

seams in centre of face.  
***   

3 6a BS on low grips. Climb up scoop follow arête and TO ***   

 

BOULDER J 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

1 5+ BS on low juggy rail. TO ***   

 

 

Problem Grade Description Rating Comments 

     

 


